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rafessor Manor's scholarship

Pun Indis extends m nearly

half & century now and his

distincrive coMMENTATes ob vari-

©  gng as-pecrs of development of

= politics and socicry have benefir-

- ted penerations of snadents. of 1n-

N dign politics s far. The ser of writ-

5 jngs under review pEvisits some of

£ the key themes in Indian palisics

% that Professor Manor has addressed

f‘i fram time to tinse and helps recon- A
5 gruct an important part of con- Poditics and Srate-Soowety
EEmpasary patitical history in [a- Aelatinns trirda
18 iy This work, therefore, becomes g B

one af the most important addi- |

o to the literarure ob contem- y
porary Indian politics & politics enters & new phase after the elec-
tions in 2014

WWith a significant sxcepton of his wark on Karnataka, the authats
exensive writings on Indian poditics =0 far kave been mainky sirewn
over 3 mismber-of publications in the form of book chapeers, journal
articles and introducrions. A number of chapsers inchuded in the

9 BRI &

of present collection wese published ousside India or have not been
h published ac all. The cotlection fiot only brings them tagether but
5, b sriates them within the suthor’s lnrget thearesicaliconcepmial
ﬁ perspectives concerning politics and saciery in India. The chaptcrs
in the collecrion also benefit from Professor banors sudies of socio-
® oolirical realities from differens countries of the developed and the
ed  feveloping word and mtroduce 3 unique compararive dimenson
his e yndensanding of [ndin podidics,
cal Thete are at least thres impormnt takesways for the sudent of
o [ndian politics affcred i Manor's writings. One is shout the fink-
ghl  gpes of loca, regional and national levels of democratic svercase Anc
59 ghe need tw understand and highlight them m our umdersrandings
'g:‘" nf&xnu&htgnflndhnmmqkﬂ!nthiinqh[hdmlﬂz

significance of comparative exercinte—mot only those contexmualmg
the Indian experience vis-a-vis othes pouneries bur Banas also un-
desfines the need 1o take 0p cOMpRrative SEqcises JCR0S Inudian Stwnes
tn understand bath the specificities of regaosial politics and also co
generalize on the basis af these comparative understandings. Bur

:l F:i’}upldﬁrml{[iiuiﬁﬂ.ﬂtﬂpﬁl of the distussion in this colbec-
st tian 15 shout recogiting and respecting rhe ‘sumnotny of the polizi-
i cal’, To quete the author from the introducton: ‘this ook argues
pn{!- thas politics mateers’. On the ane handl, it avoids‘a reductionisc un-
iH:I:: denstanding of democratic politics where palitics is aften reduced
the il varkables, On the other hand the book alsa reject the anti-
L:rnm politics rendency o cucpgone dempcratic polities as essentially “ie-
¥ rarional” and as an impedimenr to the processcs of governance. In-
srcad the collection asserss haw democrtic pokitics in [nibia encoan-
passes the larger socit-ceonamic processes, how ir influences them,
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hovw thee e of governance remain embedded in the political arens
and thus how politics and society in Indis and elewhere enter inmo
an nterplay In which esch ser of forces influence the others. Ar the
same ime; Manor's reading of democricy undedinss the role of po-
licical agency—a recurning theme 0 his narratives. on leadership.
This contextual understanding of the auronomy of the political has
been a hallmark of Manors wark so far,

The wist canvass of the book covers two main phases of pos-
Independence Indian politics and the author characterizes them as
that of prime minisrerial dominance and the posr-1989 phase of
hung pariaments. The Indian pality & currenty at a dhreshold of 2
new seructral and ideslogical ransrion ghter the elsctions in 2014
The book connects o this transition in te author's inroduction
and alse in the small inrroducory comments preceding each chap-
tex, The larger question for the author is whether this new phase in
Tndian politics will reseenble the era before 1988 or not, The boalds
demiled engubies o the rwe eardier phases provide impostant point-
e in order to help address this question. These ‘enquinies; on the
one hand, sxmmine the various aspects of the democraric process in
India. Ar the sume time, they also cenere on the champing state soci-
ery relarionships disring this pericd and this develop a more contes-
tual understanding of democratic palitics.

Manors Eflong work in Indis and on Indis & deeply rooied in
a sympathetic yer critical reading of the Indian simarion (che first
essay in the collecrion, mainky sddromed m the western observers of
Indian democracy, unfnlds it). This reading is enriched by his exten-
mve Beldwork in different parts of the country aéwell 2 his distince
tive reading of the democraric theory. The chaprers in the book bring
togecher these two kinds of imsighes in their chronicles of che rise of
liberal democracy and irs insdusions, parey palita, the role of lead-
enship and the political and social chumning of the new millennium.
Manor weaves the smultanesusly unfolding themes of awakening
and decay in Indian democracy in the deniled narratives of these
chapeers. Bur more impattanty, he alin brings in the ssues of gover-
nance under whar he terms as the difficule teslm of mansging the
democratic affairs, Tt becomes 2 core theme For the authors under-
sanding and explunation as the book develops the contextual jour-
ney of Indian democracy.

I the fne pare, it B & commentary on the ememgent demoeracy
and its tenacity m regenenate in spice of the symproms of decay. It
explains how the parallel mends of awakening and decay pased grave
danger 10 the democratie order and how a corecrive was developed
in teeme of regeneration of key insirations especially during the
decade of the 19908, IF one side of the story of management of demo-
cratic affzirg is linked o the wise Indian vorers and their shifting
political cheioss, Manar & equally inrerested in the other part of the
seory where political leaders step in. The suthor’s deep respect for
politicians and pelitical actors sperating in Indian democracy 5 &
very unigue aspect of his framework of explanarion of politcs. He
devotes thres core secrinns of the collection 1w the discussion of rhis
aspect where he comments on the narure of political partics, the
wrendds of regional palitics and how at all these levels political actors
manage the challenges of governance.

Manar addresses the regtonal dynamics of pofitics through the
bens of politcsl leadership in the fourth section of the collecrion thar
he has titded as "Chief Minliens’ Struggle ar the Stare Level. The
discnssion of leadenhip and of maragement of the democracy con-
tinues in his much celebrared chapter on political ey’ who acx a1
the agents of democrscy at the grasoots level. Manor discusses how
the masks of management are both complicared and sased by the
contemporary social universe in India. He explains the complexitics
of this social universe in his disossion of the idea of ethinicicy and s
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inadequacy in dealing with the intricare and fluid nemure of idmog
poditics in India. The chaprer an casee hierarchies furthers che agl
ment and relates it to Implications of challenges to caste for log
bevel political dynamics. With the last two chaprers on nses of cag
pasative palitics, the collecrion concludes Manor's teading of pog
Independence Indian politics and sociery. :
It is a robast resding and yet, one gets an impression char o
callection beaves out imany significant pages of Manor's wririsgs wd
far. A the auchor himself conlesses, his earlies demiled commessn
ies on democrasic decenoralimasion and particlpatory polives are nig
inchuded and so are his exvtensive commenmries oo Karnstika poks
tics, In his early work on Karnarka, included in the celebraned v
umes of Frankel and Rao (1990} Manor devebops o nuarsed reading
of the caste elass dynamics in the contee of regional palitcd o
of the state. These readings provide the underpinnings for a lagst
argument on the corrent nature of regronal and naripnal pelical?
economy in Indis, more parricularly about the post-liberalizasio
phase of Indian politics. On the other hand, they alsa apen up
space for o demiled interpretation of contemporary caste reafities
within the Framework of political economy of cuire, A relapsd jous 3
shaur the charscter of the Indiin stare and how the dynamics of§
democracy and dominarion unfolds in the state arena. The present]
collection of weatings by Manor no doubr touches upon these thema,
hewever, only in glimpsss and the readers af the valume would defi-
nizely lnok forward v more detailed commentaries on these: theme
frodt the author.
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L yoastie politics i & rermice thar ears away the foundation
of democracy,” asserved che Prime Minister of lndia,

Marendra Modi. addressing an election rally in Sangasid

Mandli srea of Billawar constituency, in December 2074, in the
ran-up o the Smre msembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir' This
was poc the frst cme-that the e of dynastic polino found ma-3
wion during the slecorsl bantle in India. In fact, the BJP dadership
had made it one of the core jssues during the 2014 Lok Sabhs clec
thons (o target i principal opponent, the Congress. Whils the Con:
gress led by the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty is ane of the most promi-
nent poficical dynasties in Indla, there are seversl others st the o
donal and regional Jevel, spread acros parties with an increasing |
number in the Indsan begistanire, 1
Tt & [0 chis context vhay there has been a prowing imcensr |
wcademic cirdes in the last few years over the isvwe and some serou
research has been taken up o iovestigare the phenomieron o
dyoasticlirn in democracy and the interactions berween theis
Desioevatic Dynarsies, Seate, Party and Family in Consermporary i)
Polirier edited by Banchan Chandra i ane such work thar makes )
attempt to create '3 foundasion for theariing abour, and westing fog
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